
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Thursday, September 5, 2013  
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph LaPorte and Joanne D. 
Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
August 1, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Fasulo wanted to publicly thank John Fontana for his many years of service on the 
commission.  He was a great chairman and it was a pleasure to serve with him.  Commissioner Kanute 
suggested sending him a letter to that effect.  Mr. Lapreay will draw up a letter from the board. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to postpone the election of officers until an appointment is made to 
fill the vacancy left by Mr. Fontana.  Seconded by Commissioner Palmieri and carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Lisa Carroll – 2013 “Outstanding Service Award” Recipient.  Acting Chairman Fasulo explained that 
the award has been given over the years to someone in the community who has dedicated themselves and 
their talents to the community.  He read the inscription on the plaque and presented it to Lisa Carroll for 
her 25 years directing the summer theater program.  Commissioners thanked her for all her efforts and 
Ms. Carroll received a round of applause.  She thanked the board for the plaque and said the program 
would never be where it is today without the support of the board for the past 25 years.  It began with 
about 45 kids and now there are 145.  Commissioner LaPorte commented that Lisa’s name would go on 
the plaque in the Parks and Recreation office which lists all the former recipients of the Outstanding 
Service Award. 
 
2.  Samantha D’Angelo, Robert Hart and Advisor Bob Brown – SHS Interact Club.  Ms. D’Angelo gave 
some background on the Interact Club.  They do many charitable things in town such as fundraising for 
different charities, helping the Rotary Club with their fundraiser, working at the Apple Harvest booth, etc.  
This year they would like to do a toy drive to benefit the children at the Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center.  She noticed that the toys there are used a lot and many are very old and in need of replacement.  
The group would like to have the toy drive in the spring on the Town Green, and would also plan to have 
other things like face painting, a fire truck, perhaps an inflatable.  The club would contact the newspapers, 
radio stations, TV, etc. to advertise the event.  They would ask for new toy donations.  It would be a one-
day thing on a Saturday or Sunday.   
 
Discussion followed on the best location to have such a drive.  If they wished to use the Green and close 
off Apple Alley, the road would have to be closed and they would need police there.  It would cost 
money.  Several commissioners suggested using the drive-in.  There is plenty of parking, space, and the 
pavilion is there in case of rain.  It could be advertised on the marquee.  Plus, it wouldn’t cost them 
anything.  Commissioner Fasulo added that a day in May would be no problem but in June we start the 
drive-in movies.  Commissioner LaPorte spoke about all the toys that were sent to Newtown; there were 
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so many that they were warehousing them.  Perhaps they would be willing to donate some to this project.  
Commissioner Kanute said you have consensus here.  Think about it. If you want to use the drive-in, you 
just have to reserve it through Dave Lapreay.  Ms. D’Angelo thanked the board for the suggestions and 
will let them know what is decided. 
 
3.  Larry DePaolo re: Mens’ Softball Program.  Mr. DePaolo said he attended almost all the games this 
year and enjoyed them but had a couple of suggestions that the board may wish to consider to make it 
even better.  He spoke about some of the scores in the regular games and then the last playoff game scores 
were way off, mercy games ending after only three innings.  His suggestions include:  (1) have all players 
get a photo ID and show the ID at every game; (2) have 3-4 bats for all the players to use; (3) keep the 
bats in a lock box on the field.  Discussion followed. Mr. Lapreay is addressing the issue of illegal bats.  
They must bring them in to get a sticker.  Each team can question if there is any question about the roster.  
No one appealed any games this year.   
 
Commissioner Kanute said he spoke with two of the umpires.  He is convinced we need to go to wood 
bats.  Mr. Lapreay said he asked the managers and got about 89% positive for wood bats.  Acting 
Chairman Fasulo said we have time to figure things out in time for next year’s season. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: 
1.  Letter from Jerry Limmer re: Injury at Music on the Green.  This was a letter stating what occurred 
when a woman fell while dancing.  Mr. Lapreay said he tried to reach the woman over the weekend.  He 
finally received a call back from the daughter.  The woman broke her hip, had surgery and is in rehab.  
She is fine otherwise and appreciated us reaching out to her.  Commissioner LaPorte said he was right 
there when it happened.  Children were running around and the woman tripped over one of them and fell.  
There was some discussion about parents not taking care of their small children, allowing them to run 
around where people are dancing.  It is dangerous.  Jerry Limmer makes announcements but not everyone 
pays attention.  Mr. Lapreay said Mark Sciota and Garry Brumback are aware of what occurred.  Dave 
said one suggestion might be to have our staff that’s down there make more of a presence.  Everyone felt 
this was a fluke – in twenty years it never happened. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that he is all set with the fall programs.  They are lined up and are taking 
registration.  Summer programs are done. The pool closes this weekend.  We had another great year for 
music.  A plaque was given to Jerry Limmer.  Middle School dances start next Friday night at Derynoski 
School.  Fall softball starts September 16.  The schedule will be filed tomorrow.  There are 14 men and 6 
women teams.  Dave is working with Eric Swallow regarding Youth Basketball. We need to relocate 
them from the middle schools.  Hopefully, the high school gym will be available.  Suggestion was made 
to check with Central Baptist Church on West Street as they may be able to help if needed. 
 
Trips are just average.  The Red Sox game was sold out; we bought the whole bus and had to pay it up 
front; 57 people are going.  Dave will be selecting new trips for next year, if anyone has any suggestions 
of trips they would like to see.  Turf Field – Southington Midget Football are locked in every Sunday for 
home games, 3-4 games a day through November.  They love it.   
 
Mr. Lapreay handed out a flyer.  Buffalo Wild Wings reached out about donating to the town leagues.  
They donated $200 to each youth league; the money went directly to the leagues.  The Fisher House 
decided not to go through with the use of the mobile stage as discussed at the last meeting. 
 
Regarding Munis requests, they have to be entered for anything $500 or more and need two signatures of 
board members.  Dave spoke with Mark Sciota to ask if he or the town manager could sign off on the 
small ones (he has many that are $500 or $600) since it is not always easy to get a board member to come 
in and sign the requests.  He asked for permission to have Mark Sciota or Garry Brumback sign in the 
absence of board members.  No one had a problem with it but Commissioners Kanute and Fasulo said 
they are usually not far from town hall and could come in for signatures.   
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Commissioner Palmieri had a question about whether there is a policy for the Rails to Trails.  She spoke 
about seeing about 30 people from CrossFit on the trail doing exercises, basically blocking the entire path.  
A bicyclist had to maneuver around them to get by.  She was concerned for people walking, some with 
strollers.  It’s not fair that those people should take up the whole path.  Mr. Lapreay said prior to this, they 
were pulling tires and things.  We asked them to stop and they did.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner 
Fasulo remembered years ago a business wanted to use the trail for their business.  The town at that time 
told them they needed a million dollar insurance policy so they did not use it.  The general consensus was 
that if they are on the grass on the side, there was no problem, but if they are using the paved trail for an 
exercise class, that is doing business on the trail.  It was suggested that Dave notice them a couple more 
times and see what happens before we get Mark involved. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner LaPorte, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware said Memorial Pool closed two weeks ago.  Rec Pool will be closing this weekend.  It was a 
successful year with the Health Department and our inspections.  It was one of the best years for the 
bathrooms.  A lot of work was done on the Superfund site.  We had complaints from the Rejean Road 
residents.  We did some landscaping. Normally we clean everything up once a year.  The grass cutting is 
contracted out.  The past 4-5 years we did the beds.  It looks good now.  The pavilion had the fans 
finalized and they are operating very well.  There is a new pavilion spotlight put in facing out into the 
park facing south.  There is a switch in the service area.  It provides light for safety after the movies. 
 
Crews edged the town greens and areas around the decorative poles.  The clock on the green has been 
fixed.  A new controller was put in and has a three-year warranty.  The Crescent Lake gate was damaged.   
Commissioner Kanute asked if the people paid for the damage since they were caught on tape and we got 
their plate number.  Mr. Manware said no; we had it fixed.  Commissioner Kanute will find out about it.   
 
There was some discussion about rubbish at Crescent Lake and the newspaper article about it.  Mr. 
Manware said we have trash barrels in the parking lot and by the dock and they are emptied twice a week.  
He has not seen a problem with trash.  The picture in the paper was right near the water’s edge.  Mr. 
Manware will bring it to the attention of the workers to check for trash.  The barrels are located in the 
most populated areas.  People say they thoroughly enjoy the park and the trails there.  Mr. Manware said 
we will begin some of the harvesting of the ash because of the emerald ash borer insect.  The state will cut 
them down and try to use the lumber.  We will have to have someone there when the state comes in. 
 
The Health Department through a grant has donated a couple of bike racks.  The YMCA got at least one.  
We have one for Town Hall.  Mr. Manware thought perhaps Jaycee Park would be a good location for it. 
It will be cemented in and bolted.  Commissioners agreed that was a good spot.  Mr. Manware told the 
board of a power issue that occurred at Panthorn Park while a tournament was in progress.  We lost power 
to the entire park. It was a power line problem and CL&P had to come in and fix it. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Town Green Holiday Decorations.  Mark Sciota said that any requests to put holiday decorations on 
the Green would have to come through the board.  It should be kept within reason as far as decoration.  
The board can decide who puts them up.  Suggestion was made that when a chairman is appointed that we 
draw up a policy on this issue.  This was in response to a question that came in on the website; we did not 
have a specific request.  
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NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Dog Park – Request for Signage.  Mr. Lapreay said that Jim Gura approached him a few weeks ago 
regarding a small dog/big dog issue.  A man came in with a large dog into the small dog area where a 
woman was already there with her small dog.  The man would not leave so the woman took her little dog 
and left.  She did not have a phone with her or she would have called police at the time.  Mr. Gura would 
like the board to have a sign placed on the gate of the small dog area so people know.  Commissioner 
Kanute made a motion to get a sign made up stating “Small Dogs 20 lbs. and Under Only in this Area” to 
place on the small dog gate.  Seconded by Commissioner Palmieri. Motion carried.  It was noted that Mr. 
Gura called a vet to ask what he recommended for the size of a small dog. 
 
2.  Music on the Green – Salary Increase.  Commissioner LaPorte said we have had Music on the Green 
for twenty years now.  It has been a long time since Jerry Limmer and Vinny Morelli got a raise.  It is one 
of the best programs in the state.  He said it has been ten years since the amount was raised.  There was 
some discussion about what they are currently receiving.  A $50 increase was suggested for each.  Mr. 
Lapreay asked about the stage hands who have not been increased in quite some time either.  A $10 
increase was recommended.  The new numbers could be put in the next budget proposal. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte also asked if we had a policy about paying if both the Wednesday and Thursday 
nights are rained out, do they still get paid?  Not if no set up was done.  Usually the decision is made very 
early in the day.  Discussion ensued regarding scheduling one or two “alternate” dates for any band that 
was rained out both days.  It could be at the end of the season.  The consensus was to have two alternate 
reschedule dates at the end of the season.  The coordinator would be paid only once for that band.  No 
motion was necessary for the increases because it will go into the budget. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


